Layers of Life
Birds’ Eye Views

The black-crowned night heron hunts by the
water’s edge and roosts in nearby trees.
Orange-crowned warblers build nests of
fine twigs and rootlets on or near the
ground and hunt insects in streamside
thickets. The western tanager gleans insects
and fruits higher in the forest canopy.

Read the Landscape
Up, Down, and Around
Look and listen carefully,
and you’ll find animals in
every layer of this forest.
Persistence and a pair of
binoculars will help you spot
your wild neighbors. Morning
and evening are particularly
good times to see birds and
other wildlife.

Red-tailed hawks perch high in the tallest
trees. They soar overhead and scour the
landscape for small mammals, snakes,
and birds.
There’s plenty we don’t know about the
animals that inhabit this streamside forest.
We do know, though, that they depend on
every forest layer, from streambed to treetops.
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Life After Death
The plants in this forest are
important to wildlife at every
stage of their life cycle, even after
death. Cavity-nesting animals, like
western screech owls, depend on
standing dead trees. Fallen logs
host all kinds of invertebrates,
which many larger animals eat. As
plants decay, they return nutrients
to the soil and sustain new life.
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very bird sees this
riparian forest from a
different perspective—there
is no single “bird’s eye view.”
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Did You Know?
You can contribute

Orangecrowned
warbler

your bird sightings
to eBird.org, an

Blackcrowned
night-heron

Birds and other wildlife rely on every layer of the riparian forest for food, cover, and nest sites.

The Up-side of Messiness
By a gardener’s standards, a healthy riparian area may seem
chaotic. The “mess” of living, dying, and dead plants is essential to
the health of this natural community. A landscape with diverse native
vegetation layers offers far more wildlife habitat than a simple one.
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