Digging for Dinosaurs

Treasure in These Hills

Why Here?
The Kaiparowits Formation’s stunning fossil
record results from a perfect combination
of circumstances. First, during the Late
Cretaceous, this region was a lush, sub-
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tropical, coastal plain where an enormous
number and variety of animals lived.
Second, abundant rivers and coastal storms
you are here

moved great volumes of sand and mud, so
animals that died were sometimes buried
quickly, preserving their remains. Lastly,
uplifting of the Colorado Plateau over the
past 60 million years has brought this deeply
buried treasure to the surface.

Scientific Frontier
In a region famed for once being the last
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Kaiparowits Fossil Bonanza

unmapped frontier in the continental United

There’s treasure beneath your feet. Not of the gold-and-rubies

Forty-foot long crocodiles, rhinoceros-like horned dinosaurs,

States, the Kaiparowits Formation remains

variety, but rather a treasure of fossilized bones, eggshells, and
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Formation, these sedimentary rock layers lie at the top of what is
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are helping to explain the origins of our present world.
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