Tallgrass Prairie in Motion
“The prairie, in all its expressions, is a massive, subtle place, with a long history of contradiction and
misunderstanding. But it is worth the eﬀort at comprehension. It is, after all, at the center of our
national identity. --Wayne Fields, Lost Horizon (1988)
Too wet to be desert and too dry and fire-prone to
be forested, the tallgrass prairie once formed a sea
of grass and wildflowers covering more than 140
million acres from Indiana to western Nebraska,
from Manitoba to Texas. Less than four percent of
that prairie remains today, making it the rarest and
most fragmented of North American ecosystems.
Most of the remaining tallgrass prairie lies within
Kansas’ Flint Hills region where shallow, rocky soils
deterred plowing.

See for Yourself
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Established in 1996,
the Tallgrass Prairie
National Preserve near
Strong City, protects
10,894 acres of tallgrass
prairie. Experience the
prairie preserve by hiking, biking, or taking a
guided bus tour.

When you step into the tallgrass prairie, you’ll find
yourself surrounded by Big Bluestem, Indian grass,
Buffalograss and more than 40 other grass species—
some taller than your upstretched arms. Six hundred
and fifty species of wildflowers grow here as well,
creating a natural community pulsing with life. Amid
its verdant growth live 150 bird species, 39 kinds of
reptiles and amphibians, and 31 mammal species.
Insects thrive here too—in summer, an estimated 10
million insects inhabit each acre of tallgrass prairie.

Prairie Grasses

Wheat harvesting

1-800-2KANSAS
travelks.com

Ted Lee Eubanks/FERMATA, Inc.

Grace Muilenburg/Kansas Geological Survey

Dynamic Balance
For thousands of years, fire, wind, rain and the seasonal
migrations of bison shaped the tallgrass prairie, a natural
balance that persisted into the mid-1800s. Of all the
changes brought about during pioneer settlement, the plow
altered the tallgrass prairie most dramatically. Domesticated
grasses—predominantly corn and wheat—replaced native
grasses, transforming what had once been called “the Great
American Desert” into the nation’s bread basket.
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